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Collaborative Partner News

The Work-based Learning Collaborative includes 30 partner organizations

that cover the gamut of work-based learning from the student, employer, and

educator perspectives, as well as direct-service, capacity, and policy levels. We

are proud to share highlights of our WBLC partners - state agencies, industry

associations, colleges, high schools, and nonprofit organizations.

Find the list of the WBLC members here!

Teacher Externship Application
Closes March 15!
Work-based learning isn’t just for youth. It’s

for educators too! K-12 teachers can learn

more about the inner workings of

manufacturing, health care, photonics,

humanities organizations and more.

Teacher externs join a business or nonprofit organization for three days in the summer to deepen

their learning around the connection between education and the workforce. Educators bring new

knowledge back to their students, gain continuing education credits, and earn a $600 stipend.

Access the application for educators and host organizations here. This program is a collaboration

among Montana Manufacturing Extension Center, Montana Primary Care Association, Office of

Public Instruction, and Reach Higher Montana.

Belonging, Meaning, Wellbeing & Purpose: Helping Youth Thrive
The Aspen Forum for Community Solutions (AFCS) believes that a community and society in which

belonging, meaning, wellbeing and purpose (BMWP) are prioritized, is a community and society in

which youth, young adults, and families can thrive. BMWP and their respective practices are

associated with a variety of positive outcomes including social inclusion, greater life satisfaction,

increased high school graduation rates, college enrollment and persistence, civic engagement,

greater health and happiness (and many more benefits).

Reach Higher Montana is a Purposeful Ecosystem grantee of AFCS, which enables Reach Higher

Montana to build internal and external knowledge and capacity around BMWP. Over the past

two years, eight different WBLC members have attended Aspen Institute convenings to learn

more about BMWP and how to implement related strategies into their work.

The Montana Opportunity Youth Initiative, a partnership of Empower Montana, Human Resource

Development Council (HRDC), and Reach Higher Montana and funded by Aspen Institute, recently
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supported a Youth Advocacy Day at the Capitol. On this day, over 60 youth from across Montana

came to learn about the legislative process in Montana, better understand how to share their

personal stories and priorities, and talk with policy makers.

Chief Dull Knife College - Orientation Course
Centered on BMWP
Chief Dull Knife College, a Post Secondary Leader grantee of

Aspen Institute, implemented an Orientation Course for first-year

students that incorporates belonging, meaning, wellbeing, and

purpose (BMWP) into the course learning outcomes. The goal is to

introduce students to professional and discipline-specific norms,

expectations, and terminology through active engagement in the

learning process. Faculty facilitate BMWP strategies through the

class assignments, activities, and guest speakers. This discussion-

based course builds community among the students and provides

an interactive setting for learning through the application of

knowledge.

Reflections from students:

“I intend to find the meaning, and that is to get an education while pursuing my dreams of being a
bull rider. I want to inspire kids if they have a dream of being a bull rider. I want to show them that
their dreams can come true, just as mine did. My purpose for attending college is to have a career.
I will be the first person in my family to get a degree.”

“While going to college, I would like to be on time every day, keep my grades up, and have a good
mindset. Improve my well-being and health overall, and I would love to make the dean's list and
graduate on time. Getting a stable job to support my family would be an accomplishment. At the
end of the day, my biggest accomplishment is my family.”

“I have found that belonging has given me hope of finding a healthy reason to live again.  I have

found that belonging gives me new reasons to be here every day.  My second reason is to set a

good example for my daughter as she attends college.”

Developing Leaders in the Healthcare Industry

with Montana HOSA
The Vault podcast crew at Big Sky Economic Development

recently sat down with Katie Meier, the State Director of

Montana HOSA, future health professionals of Montana. On this

episode they talk about the role HOSA plays across the state to

empower future leaders (high school students) through

education, collaboration, and experience. Katie dives into her

passion for educating students and leveraging HOSA to provide

students the real life experience to apply the personal,

workplace, and technical skills it takes to be successful in the

workplace. Listen to the podcast here.

NAEP Report card for Montana
Montana’s 4th and 8th graders performed at or above the national average in reading and math

according to the National Assessment of Educational Progress. See how Montana compares to

other states using this interactive chart.

NAEP is a congressionally mandated program that is overseen and administered by the National

Center for Education Statistics (NCES), within the U.S. Department of Education and the Institute of
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Education Sciences.

KNOWLEDGE NUGGET

Cultivating Purpose
Work-based learning helps young (and young at heart!) Montanans

develop their sense of purpose. Why is this important? Having a sense
of purpose can be a buffer against the challenges we all face at

various stages of life. Purpose isn’t something to be found — it’s

something we can develop from within. Listen to this Hidden Brain

Podcast: Happiness 2.0: Cultivating Your Purpose with Cornell University
psychologist Dr. Anthony Burrow.

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES

Free Classroom Kits for World Quantum Day
Join educators across the globe on World Quantum Day by teaching

about Quantum Science on or near April 14. Apply for a free kit to

celebrate World Quantum Day and bring hands-on activities to your

classroom or youth program. We hope to spark interest and raise

awareness about quantum science, emerging technologies, and future

careers in quantum and related fields. Activities are designed for youth in

grades 6-12, and no prior knowledge of quantum is required. Apply by

March 16 and join the fun! The free World Quantum Day Educator Kits are sponsored by the

Science Math Resource Center and Applied Quantum Core (QCORE) at Montana State University.

Quantum Under the Big Sky: Introducing QCORE
Tuesday, March 11, 2:00-3:30 pm - Online

Explore the mysteries of Quantum. Join us for insights on technologies, research, cryogenics,

literacy, social engagement, and workforce development. Learn more.

College-Going Behaviors & Motivation Science
Understanding what motivates students to pursue and persist in college can transform how we

design programs and provide support. In this NCAN webinar on March 26, Dr. Mandy Savitz-Romer

will unpack the science of motivation and how it shapes students’ college-going behaviors. This

webinar is free and open to the public.

Montana STEM Summit

Thursday-Friday, April 3-4, 2025 in Helena, MT

Join this cross-sector gathering for collaboration and innovation April 3-4, 2025 in Helena, MT. Be a

part of the conversation and shape the future of science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM)

in Montana. This year’s summit will include a STEM program expo and panel discussions on topics

such as emerging technologies, workforce development, and youth voice. Work sessions will give

you the chance to connect and share your expertise and ideas. Learn more and register here.
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SkillsUSA Montana Job Fair and Expo
Saturday, April 5, 2025 in Great Falls, MT

You are invited to join the SkillsUSA Expo in Great Falls, bringing together colleges and industry

experts on April 5! Showcase your industry to eager students and advisors. Connect with future

leaders. Expand your network and recruit top talent. Promote your organization through interactive

learning. Register here. For more information contact statedirector@skillsusamontana.org

News You Can Use

Marshall Mountain Park Donates Old Ski Gear to

Missoula High School Trades Class

Kalispell Public Schools officials outline career

exploration pathway

Apprenticeship Can Unlock Young Americans' Potential |

Opinion

A First-of-its-Kind Assessment on Youth Adult Equity

Strategies for Building Agency through Student Dialogue

Easy to Just Write Us Off: Rural Students’ Choices Shrink as Colleges Slash Majors

How Colorado Is Breaking Down Apprenticeship Funding Barriers

College Access & Success for Justice-Impacted Students

Trade Union Partnerships Hold Promise for High School Students

Colleges Rebrand Humanities Majors as Job-Friendly

“Hey, did you know that in Humanities we teach some of the most in-demand skills in the market?”

Federal Data Vastly Undercount Native American College Students

New federal standards could change that.

Montana Nonprofit Economic Impact Report

Questions? Contact:
Gabrielle Eklund Rowley
WBL Collaborative Director
growley@ReachHigherMontana.org
406-422-6809
or visit wblmt.org.
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Work That Matters

Work-based learning (WBL) opportunities span a continuum from workplace
tours to apprenticeships (and many models in between).

In addition to building employability skills, WBL experiences help students develop meaning from
their classroom learning and explore purposeful career opportunities. Employers who intentionally

cultivate belonging in the workplace for young workers can gain access to future workforce talent.
The Montana Work-Based Learning Collaborative works to promote belonging, meaning, well-being,

and purpose for all young Montanans by building capacity for high-quality WBL experiences.

There are components of work-based learning in the K-12 education system, the postsecondary

education system, and the public workforce system – but no single entry point for students or
employers to access them. Our work to improve coordination among agencies and WBL partners

benefits Montana’s emerging workforce and Montana’s businesses.
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